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EMPLOYMENT CLEARING 

HOUSE 
Job applicants should send name, email, and phone, along with type 
of position and geographical area desired; employers may contact 
job applicants directly.  If you have an opening, send your listing, in-

cluding contact info for your company,   
to retort@acsdfw.org. Deadlines are the 7th of each month. 

Job Title: Sales/Marketing Assistant 

Name of Company: JenKem Technology 

USA Inc. 

Nature of Business: Polyethylene Glycol 

(PEG) Polymers for Pharmaceutical and 

Biotech Applications 

Job ID:  JKUSA-20140801 

Job Type: Full-time 

Salary Range: Base salary $25,000.00 to 

$35,000.00; plus Sales Commission 

Location: United States - Texas ï Plano 

Additional notes: Must be legally author-

ized to work in the United States. Local 

candidates preferred, no relocation bene-

fits are provided for the position. 

Job Functions: Sales and marketing for 

PEGylation products and services: pro-

vides quotations and information on prod-

uct availability, and provides answers to 

technical questions to customers, by phone 

or email; processes orders, shipping, and 

payments; develops and maintains custom-

er relationships; identifies and develops 

new customers and new markets for 

PEGylation products and services; and 

performs other tasks as assigned by the 

manager. 

Job Requirements:  Bachelorôs degree or 

higher (Chemistry/Biology/Biochemistry 

or similar background REQUIRED); Ex-

cellent interpersonal and communication 

skills; Excellent reading, speaking, and 

writing skills in business English; Good 

arithmetic skills and attention to details 

required; Proficiency in the use of Mi-

crosoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and Out-

look required; English/Chinese bilingual 

preferred; Ability to work independently 

required. 

To Apply: 
Interested candidates should submit a cov-

er letter including salary expectations, and 

an updated resume at email: 

hr@jenkemusa.com.  Please do not call, 

we will contact only select candidates. 

hr@jenkemusa.com. 

mailto:retort@acsdfw.org
mailto:hr@jenkemusa.com
mailto:hr@jenkemusa.com
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EDITING 
AND  

PROOF-
READING  
SERVICES 

 
Need someone to proof or edit  

your next paper, grant, or 

presentation? Let an experi-

enced proofreader and PhD 

chemist do it for you! I have a 

strong grasp of English gram-

mar and scientific writing and 

can condense text without los-

ing the underlying meaning. 

Competitive rates! Contact 

Mike Vance: 

  vance2276@gmail.com  

408-786-7451 

SERVICES 

mailto:vance2276@gmail.com
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FIFTY YEARS AGO IN THE SOUTHWEST RETORT 

The plenary speakers have been announced 
for this yearôs ACS Southwest Regional 
Meeting to be held Dec. 3-5 in Shreveport, 
LA.  They are Mr. James P. Conkle from the 
USAR School of Aerospace Medicine, Dr. 
W. Albert Noyes, Jr. of the University of 
Texas, and Dr. W. O. Milligan of Texas 
Christian University.  At present, 180 ab-
stracts have been submitted. 

 

The October ACS tour speakers are Mr. 
Harold Beuthen of Gulf R&D, Dr. Albert 
Noyes, Jr. of the University of Texas, and 
Dr. Ralph Shriner of Southern Methodist 
University. 

 

Dr. C. Gordon Skinner of the University of 
Texas Clayton Biochemical Institute will 
leave to become Professor of Chemistry at 
North Texas State University (now UNT).  
Work has started at UT to air condition the 
Main Chemistry Building.  It is hoped that 
installation will be complete by next sum-
mer. 

 

The slate of candidates for the Dallas-Fort 
Worth ACS Section of offices is as follows: 

Chairman, E. Marshall Meloun, Russell C. 
Walker; Treasurer, William H. Glaze, Robert 
Laux; Secretary, Donald S. Wiggins, Wil-
liam H. Watson; Director, Morton D. Prager, 
Ralph L. Shriner, Roscoe Libecap, John J. 
Banewicz. 

The October speaker at the University of 
Arkansas ACS Section meeting will be Dr. 
J. Gordon Erdman of the Mellon Institute.  
Dr. E. A. Moelwyn-Hughes of Cambridge 
has arrived and initiated research on kinetics 
of isotope ion-molecule exchange reactions 
in solutions.  Drs. E. S. Amis, A. W. Cordes, 
D. A. Johnson, Mr. B. C. Musgrave and R. 
N. Porton attended the ACS national meet-
ing in Chicago.    

 

Contributed by  

E. Thomas Strom 
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A Very Abbreviated History of Regulating 
Food and Drug Safety 

by 
John E. Spessard, PhD 

 FOOD 
Before Governmental Regulations 
The first regulation of food safety was by 
religious groups. Animal sacrifices were a 
part of religious rites. The priest had to in-
spect the animal to see that it was in good 
health and free of illness and/or deformi-
ties. Only a portion of the animal was 
burned as a sacrifice. The remainder be-
came the property of the priest(s). A large 
animal such as a bull provided a lot of 
meat. Before there was refrigeration, the 
meat had to be eaten quickly. That which 
the priests could not eat was sold. The reli-
gious sacrifice meat was recognized to be 
of good quality and probably better than 
the meat on the open market. 
 
The rapid expansion in Interstate Com-
merce made food safety a concern. In 1862 
the new Department of Agriculture set up a 
laboratory that tested samples of food, 
soils, fertilizers and other agricultural prod-
ucts. However there was no regulatory or 
enforcement authority. The testing did pub-
licize some of the outrages. 
 
In 1906, Upton Sinclair, an avowed Social-
ist, published a very successful novel, The 
Jungle. Sinclair wrote the novel to portray 
the miserable life of immigrants in an in-
dustrial society in large cities. In one chap-
ter, Sinclair described the horrendous un-
sanitary conditions in a large meat packing 
plant. Sinclair had worked in a meat pack-
ing plant and investigations proved his por-
trayal to be accurate. There was a loud 
public outcry for Federal action. (Sinclair 

lamented, ñI had aimed 
at the publicôs heart and 
by accident I hit it in the stomach.ò) 
 
The furor resulted in the Food and Drug 
Act being passed in 1906. Before then, 
there were a variety of state acts. These 
acts originated in Colonial times and pri-
marily set standards of weight and meas-
ure. There were also local bread inspection 
laws. A horrible example was a ñfruit jamò 
consisting of water, glucose, grass seed, ar-
tificial flavor and artificial color. 
 
Government Regulation 
The Food and Drug Act was the beginning 
of the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA). In 1907 the first 28 food and drug 
inspectors were hired. However food adul-
teration continued because judges could 
find no specific authority in the law for the 
FDA standards to be enforced. 
 
In 1938, the Federal Food Drug and Cos-
metic Act was passed. The act greatly ex-
panded the FDAôs responsibilities for test-
ing and inspection of food and cosmetic 
products. The FDA budget expanded from 
$5 million in 1955 to $320 million in 1980 
and the staff increased from 1,000 to 7,000. 
Ingredients of products had to be listed and 
weights and content were needed to be ac-
curate. This information was required to be 
legible and on the label. The FDAôs objec-
tive has continually been consumer protec-
tion. As such FDA has developed outstand-
ing skills in analytical chemistry and prod-
uct testing and inspection. 
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DRUGS AND MEDICATIONS 
Before Regulation 
 
I attended a family reunion at a State Park in 
Kentucky. While we were there, a man pre-
sented a reenactment of a Colonial era phy-
sician showing the medicines and instru-
ments that he used. The reenactor told us 
that the practice of medicine changed little 
between the time of Galen (about 130-200 
c.e.) and the onset of the American Civil 
War (1861).The changes were forced by the 
great number of wounded that required 
treatment. (My physician-relatives agreed 
with this.) Most medicines were created by 
hand in a local pharmacy.  
 
In 1820, a union of pharmacists, physicians 
and colleges of pharmacy created the U.S. 
Pharmacopoeia (USP) which established 
standards of composition and purity for 
drugs. This effort was continuously expand-
ed. Pharmacists created the National Formu-
lary in 1888 which expanded the scope of 
setting drug standards. But these were vol-
untary standards. 
 
In the early to mid-1800s, America had be-
come the dumping ground for counterfeit, 
adulterated, diluted and spoiled drug materi-
als. This culminated in the Mexican War. 
American troops in Mexico suffered from 
using spurious remedies for malaria. In 
1848, government laboratories were created 
to test imported drugs. Support dwindled 
and the program gradually faded away. 
There is no connection between these labor-
atories and the FDA. 
 
Patent medicines flourished. There were no 
standards. An opium containing syrup could 
be and was sold to quiet crying babies.  
These medicines could contain opium, co-

caine, morphine and heroin. No indications 
of their contents were required. It was up to 
the buyer to look out for himself.  
 
The patent medicine producers were a large 
source of advertising revenue. The courts 
frequently ruled that the government had no 
business policing what people ate, drank or 
used for medicine. 
 
After Regulation 
 
The 1906 act had no remedy for false thera-
peutic claims. In1912 Congress enacted an 
amendment outlawing such claims. But the 
Government had to prove that the manufac-
turer knew that the claims were fraudulent. 
If the manufacturer honestly believed his ad-
vertising, he escaped prosecution. 
 
After a bitter five-year struggle, in 1938, the 
Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act was 
passed. A factor was a drug that killed more 
than 100 people (mostly children). The sol-
vent was toxic ethylene glycol. FDA author-
ity was increased in that drug manufacturers 
had to provide scientific proof that new 
drugs were safe, cosmetics and therapeutic 
devices were regulated for the first time, 
proof of fraud was no longer required to es-
tablish false claims for drugs and specific 
authority was granted for factory inspec-
tions. 
 
The new law and World War II greatly ex-
panded FDAôs workload. While there was a 
law requiring clearance of new drugs prior 
to marketing and the law prohibited poison-
ous substances in food, there was no re-
quirement that food ingredients were safe. 
FDA could stop the use of known poisons 
but the necessary research efforts were be-
yond FDAôs resources.                             
Continued on page 24 
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...And Another Thingé 

by Denise L. Merkle, PhD 

Punkin' Chunkin' 

White glue does not prevent your Jack-o'-

lantern from molding. (This must be true; I 

read it on the internet1.) The same article 

revealed that dunkin' your punkin' in dilute 

bleach can make it microbe resistant, as 

can spritzing on a commercially available 

product called Pumpkin Fresh. Having 

been raised in a family that accepted the 

transitory nature of fruit, I can't say that I 

ever fretted over how fast a carved pump-

kin would mold. (I once contemplated the 

overnight disappearance of a carefully 

whittled apple, however, the thoughts were 

more toward the identity of the entity that 

devoured everything but the candle inside 

than how to prevent the consumption of 

more vegetable votive holders.) Sodium 

hypochlorite or some other microbicide 

would probably protect subsequent works 

of ghostly talent from hungry creatures, but 

really, it's a Jack-o'-lantern, not a perma-

nent art installation. 

Why pumpkins? And when? Pumpkins and 

other squash are native to North America, 

so that answers the Why. When? Depend-

ing on which of the 3,280,000 links offered 

up by The Google takes your fancy, the 

practice is ancientðor not. Carved gourds 

have been around for approximately 10,000 

years, and fruit-as-lanterns have been 

known for 700 years2.  North American 

pumpkin stories appear in the mid-1800s3, 

but it's likely there's some history there, as 

well.  

While it's interesting to think that carved 

turnips were meant to simulate Will-o'-the-

Wisps, that eerie swamp-gas emanation 

from bogs and marshes, it's also fun to 

think of all the excitement the humble 

pumpkin experiences. A knife, a design, 

and a candle make the pumpkin a flickering 

lantern on a Halloween porch. A hankering 

after a Guinness world record led to the 

massing of more than 30,000 decorated 

pumkinsðtwice.  

No doubt, passive pumpkins enjoy their 

place in the autumn world, but for the real 

thrill, adrenaline-junkies go Chunkin'...no 

measly porch flickering for these gourds. A 

trebuchet and a wide-open field are their 

delight (until they land). Punkin' Chunkin' 

is a momentous activity for humans, too. 

Scholarships are raised, science is taught, 

and happiness and defeat are imparted by 

the flights of Cucurbita pepo4. 'What is the 

point of all this?ô you ask. Happiness is a 

Chunked Punkin'. That's all. Now go eat 

some of that candy.  
1http://www.wikihow.com/Keep-

Halloween-Pumpkins-from-Molding 

2http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack-o'-

lantern 

3http://parade.condenast.com/216566/

parade/how-did-pumpkins-become-a-

scary-halloween-staple/ 

4http://punkinchunkin.com,  http://

www.sciencechannel.com/tv-shows/

punkin-chunkin 

http://www.wikihow.com/Keep-Halloween-Pumpkins-from-Molding
http://www.wikihow.com/Keep-Halloween-Pumpkins-from-Molding
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack-o'-lantern
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack-o'-lantern
http://parade.condenast.com/216566/parade/how-did-pumpkins-become-a-scary-halloween-staple/
http://parade.condenast.com/216566/parade/how-did-pumpkins-become-a-scary-halloween-staple/
http://parade.condenast.com/216566/parade/how-did-pumpkins-become-a-scary-halloween-staple/
http://punkinchunkin.com
http://www.sciencechannel.com/tv-shows/punkin-chunkin
http://www.sciencechannel.com/tv-shows/punkin-chunkin
http://www.sciencechannel.com/tv-shows/punkin-chunkin
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DFW Section October Meeting 
October 27th, 2014, 6-9pm 

 

Werner Schulz Award  
Presentation and Lecture honoring  
Mrs. Karen Compton, Plano East HS 

 

Following dinner, Mrs. Compton will present a lecture entitled 

 The Impact of a Teacher 

 
Mrs. Karen Compton earned her BS in Chemistry from Southern Methodist University in 
1998 and completed her MS in Chemistry at the University of Colorado at Boulder in 2001. 
There she defended her thesis Synthesis and Properties of Phosphine Quinones. Karen has 
participated in the Associated Chemistry Teachers of Texas (ACT2) for a total of ten years. 
She currently serves the organization as its president. She has been active in the Science 
Teacher Association of Texas (STAT) since 2004. With 11 years of teaching experience, Mrs. 
Compton is currently the AP/IB Chemistry teacher at Plano East Senior High School. She 
also serves as a Master Teacher for the STARS Program at UT Southwestern Medical Center 
in Dallas. Karen provides AP Chemistry Saturday study sessions for National Math and Sci-
ence Initiative. Mrs. Compton shows incredible dedication as she provides tutoring sessions 
each morning prior to her 8 am classes. In support of her excellent teaching abilities, her stu-
dents compete yearly in the ACS Chemistry Olympiad where each year, at least one of her 
students has advanced to the National Competition.  

Details:  Plano East Senior High School, 3000 Los Rios Blvd, Plano, TX 
  Social Hour: 6:00 - 7:00 pm 
  Dinner: 7:00 - 8:00 pm 
  Lecture: 8:00 - 9:00 pm 
Menu: BBQ Buffet from Red, Hot & Blue to include: Pulled Pork, Chopped Brisket, 
Smoked Turkey, Baked BBQ Beans, Garlic Mashed Potatoes, Coleslaw, Sourdough Rolls, 
and Apple Cobbler for dessert, with options: Sweet Tea, Unsweetened Tea, and Lemonade. 
 
RSVP online: (http://bit.ly/1qy7LeK) Deadline: Friday, October 17, 2014 at 5:00 pm 
After you RSVP, an invoice will be emailed to you to allow you to pay online with your 
credit card.  NOTE: You must RSVP even if you plan to pay at the door. 
COST: $20 per person in advance -- Payment by credit card will be available online in ad-
vance, but only cash or check will be accepted at the door. Payment at the door is $22. 
The first 20 students who RSVP will receive a discounted ticket price of $10 online ($12 at 
the door). 

Shana Marie Santos, ACS-DFW Chair-elect  

http://bit.ly/1qy7LeK
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It is time to start thinking 

about National Chemistry 

Week 2014!  For the past 

3 years, DFW Chemistry 

organizations have come 

together to serve the DFW 

community through a col-

laborative effort at the 

Fort Worth Museum of Science and 

History (FWMSH).  Last year we 

reached over 5,750 museum visitors 

and had over 130 volunteers from uni-

versities.  We were supported by the 

addition of three amazing high-school 

groups!  We would love to continue on 

with this tradition but need YOU! 

The theme set by the ACS is Sweet 

Side of Chemistry.  It is important to 

note that the museum is hosting the 

Myth Busters exhibit during NCW as 

well.  I have met with Cathy, Anne and 

Rebecca at the FWMSH, and we think 

it would be appropriate to incorporate 

both themes into our work! How fun, 

right!?  We are excited to get started 

for this yearôs event and I hope that 

you all can plan on participating 

again.   www.SignUpGenius.com/

go/409044BA5A92CA75-national 

 

 

Impoortant Dates: 

National Chemistry Week 2014: 

October 21-25 at the Fort Worth 

Museum of Science and History-

Tuesday, October 21, 10 am-2 pm  

Tuesday, October 21, 6 pm-8 pm 

NEW* Museum Night.  The muse-

um is hosting two local schools (~1200 

visitors expected) for a private night at 

the museum featuring our volunteers. 

Wednesday, October 22, 10 am-2 pm 
Thursday, October 23, 1:30-4 pm:  
Home    School Afternoon 
Friday, October 24, 10 am-2pm 
Saturday, October 25, 10 am-4 pm 
  

ACS Site for NCW 2014: 

http://

www.acs.org/

content/acs/en/

education/

outreach/ncw.html 

   

We hope to see you 

there! 

Kayla N. Green, Ph.D. 

Faculty Sponsor, Student Affiliates of the 

ACS  

Assistant Professor, Chemistry 

TCU, Ft. Worth, TX 

NATIONAL CHEMISTRY WEEK 2014 
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