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FIFTY YEARS AGO IN 7HF
SOUTHWEST RFTORT

The banquet speaker at the ACS
Southwestern Regional Meeting held
in Baton Rouge Dec. 3-5 was Dr.
Joseph V. Charyk, Assitant Secre-
tary of the Air Force for Research
and Development, speaking on the
US missile and space program. The
ACS tour speaker for November was
Dr. James R. Arnold of the
University of California at La Jolla.

Newly elected officers of the
Dallas-Fort Worth ACS Section are:
Thomas Burkhalter, Chairman;
Robert Higgins, Chairman-Elect;
W. R. Foster, Secretary; Ed Meyer,
Treasurer; and Paul Stouffer and
Henry D. Pope, Councilors.

At Baylor Dr. A. G. Pinkus
attended the NMR and EPR work-
shops at Varian Associates in Palo
Alto Oct. 19-23. Dr. Thomas C.
Franklin attended the 116™ meeting
of the Electrochemical Society in
Columbus, OH 18-22.

Dr. Edward S. Amis of the
University of Arkansas was selected
as the recipient of the Southern
Chemist Award for 1959. This award
is to honor distinguished service to
chemistry in the South and to focus
national attention on the scientific
progress of this region. Dr. Jacob
Sacks lectured at the Medical School
of the University of North Dakota on
Oct. 12 on the topic “Some Observa-
tions on the Mechanism of Insulin
Action.” The speaker at the first
meeting of the U of A ACS Section
for the academic year was Dr. J. L.

Franklin who talked on “Ion-Mole-
cule Reactions in the Gas Phase.”

The new University of Texas
Mass Spectrometry Laboratory was
dedicated on Sept. 22. The director
of the new laboratory is Dr. James
E. Boggs. The purchase of the Con-
solidated 21-102 mass spectrometer
was made possible by a grant from
Amoco Chemicals Corp.

Speakers at Humble’s Lectures
in Science and Engineering Program
for 1959-1960 include Drs. W. F.
Libby, J. H. Hildebrand, Cheves
Walling, W. H. R. Shaw, Miklos
Hetenyi, and Stanley Corrsin.

****Continued from page 10****
Secretary, Trish Smith; Councilor,
Tom Strom; Alternate Councilor,
Rasika Dias. Other officers are:
Denise Merkle, Chair; Urszula
Wettermark, Past Chair; Kirby
Drake, Treasurer; Angela Wilson
and Linda Schultz, Councilors; and
Jeff Kelber, Alternate Councilor.

Meeting-in-Miniature. The 43"
Annual Meeting-in-Miniature will be
held on Saturday, April 16, at the
UT-Dallas Conference Center. More
details will be available in the
January issue.

University of North Texas. Dr.
Angela Wilson has been appointed
to the Editorial Board of the Journal

of Physical Chemistry. The Davidson

Lecturer on Feb. 5 will be Nobel
Laurcate Roald Hoffmann. Jim and

****Continued on Page 12%***
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HISTORY OF CHEMISTRY —
DOES IT MATTER?

Opinion by E. Thomas Strom

The ACS Division of the History
of Chemistry (HIST) doesn’t get
much respect. Their sessions at ACS
meetings are off in a corner some-
where in small, cramped meeting
rooms, because the audiences are
usually small. The picture that most
chemists have of people in HIST is
that of older guys who are not active
in research. As Chair-Elect of HIST,
I fit that profile all too well. I am 73
years old, and my last research paper
was published in 2003 (but [ am
working on another ESR paper for
publication). However, HIST has a
history of 87 years as an ACS Divi-
sion, so through the years a number
of people have continued to feel that
the history of chemistry is important.
Present day chemical researchers are
creating chemical history every day.
J. L. Mack told Jeff Seeman (Bull.
Hist. Chem., 32, 87-96 (2007)),
“Every journal, as soon as it’s
published, is history of chemistry.” I

believe that every reader of this mag-
azine, whether he/she is a working
chemist or a chemical student,
continues to create that history.

This has been hammered home
to me in recent months, because |
have been reading the first drafts of a
history by old friend, Professor
Edward G. Janzen, retired Chair of
Chemistry at the University of
Guelph, Guelph, Canada. Janzen was
a chemistry professor at Georgia
prior to moving to Guelph and was a
co-discoverer of the spin trapping
technique. He and I were in graduate
school at Iowa State at the same
time, working on our Ph.D.s in free
radical chemistry under Glen Russell.
Ed’s book deals with his graduate
studies at Iowa State, and he thinks
that a picture of what it meant to be a
graduate student in the ‘60’s would
be of interest to present-day graduate
students and young faculty. As I read
the drafts, I realized that this was a
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history of an important transition
time in free radical chemistry. Before
the discovery of electron spin
resonance (ESR) spectroscopy, most
free radical analyses were indirect,
relying on product analyses. ESR
allowed one to see and identify free
radicals directly, both qualitatively
and quantitatively. Both Ed and I had
the privilege of making seminal
discoveries in free radical chemistry,
as we pioneered the use of the
wonderful new tool. However,
paradigm changes are still with us,
and I am sure that some of our
readers are involved in these new
chemistry discoveries. In future
years, you may have a chemical
history to tell, and HIST symposia
and journals are the places to tell it.
At its best, a HIST paper or
symposium is like a good Chemical
Reviews paper, except the people
making the discoveries are personal-
ized and highlighted. Let me give a
final example of a HIST paper of a
type you are unlikely to see at an or-
ganic or physical chemistry sympos-
ium. | refer to the 30 minute film
Haber, which was one of the papers
given in the HIST sessions last Aug-
ust. You probably know that German
chemist Fritz Haber was the person
who originated chemical warfare.
The arguments used by the German
military to convince Haber to initiate
chemical warfare were remarkably
like those used to justify the use of
the atomic bomb. Haber’s wife,
herself a chemist, was distressed by
these events and killed herself. The
writer-director Dan Ragussis was
there to answer questions afterwards
about this dramatic film. It’s surpris-

es like these at HIST symposia that
keep me interested in the history of
chemistry. The next time any of you
readers attend an ACS national meet-
ing, attend a few HIST papers. You
may find yourself unwilling to leave.

Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor:

I am writing to complain about
the biased reporting in The Retort. |
have found it difficult to stomach
that whereas the ACS has taken the
laudable stance for the first time to
honor outstanding people that have
served the ACS well as ACS
Fellows, The Retort has failed to
fully report to its readers about these
fellows. I am especially concerned
about my colleague here at the
University of Texas at Arlington who
has been so honored but The Retort
has remained especially quiet.

I am writing about a gentleman
who got his BS in chemistry in 1958
from the University of lowa, his MS
in nuclear chemistry from Berkeley
in 1961, and then went on to get a
Ph.D. in physical organic chemistry
from Iowa State in 1964. He joined
the Mobil Corp. as a researcher in
petroleum geochemistry but was
soon borrowed by the Army for a
stint of two years. Upon return to
Mobil, he spent the next dozen years
as a research scientist becoming an
expert in the use of mass spectro-
metry and NMR in petroleum explor-
ation. He continued to work for
Mobil in very many different areas --
among them uranium solution min-
ing, underground coal recovery,
polymer-enhanced oil recovery, pro-
file control, and sand consolidation.

Page 6
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His work resulted in 25 US patents
and many publications. He retired
from Mobil in 1995.

Immediately upon his retirement
and until now he has continuously
taught organic chemistry at UT-
Arlington. He has won the Doherty
Award of the ACS D-FW Section in
1989, been Membership Chair of the
D-FW Section for two separate peri-
ods, 1969-72, 1980-84, chaired the
D-FW Section (1975), chaired the
Awards Committee (1982), chaired
Publicity and Printing for the ACS
Regional Meeting (SWRM) in 1984
and chaired Public Relations for
SWRM in 2004. He has been a
Councilor for the D-FW Section
twice, 1974-76 and a current tenure
starting in 2004 that is still continu-
ing. He has been serving on the ACS
Committee on Economic & Profes-
sional Affairs since 2005. He is
Chair-Elect of the ACS Division of
the History of Chemistry for 2009-

2010. He is one of the most popular
organic chemistry professors at UT-
Arlington, and I am very grateful to
have him as a colleague.

That is why I am writing to com-
plain about the silence of The Retort.
Obviously modesty has blinded his
unbiased reporting skills, and he has
kept you poorly informed of this
singular honor that has been bestow-
ed on him (and a small handful of
others). Ladies and Gentlemen,
please join me in congratulating my
colleague, your Editor of The South-
west Retort for the past 25 years,
Edwin Thomas Strom, for being
among the first round of ACS
Fellows. Well done and well
deserved, Tom!

Sincerely yours,

Sandy Dasgupta,

Chair, Chemistry and Biochemistry,
UT-Arlington

CHEM GEMS & JOULES

National Chemistry Week at
Tarleton State. The theme of
National Chemistry Week (NCW)
was The Elements, and the Tarleton
State student affiliate chapter worked
that theme hard. From Monday, Oct.
19 until Saturday, Oct. 24, they hung
a large banner in the lobby of the
Science Bldg. They sold popcorn all
week with proceeds going to the
American Cancer Society Relay for
Life, raising $60. The Oct. 22 meet-
ing involved last minute planning for
the cupcake baking and other NCW
activities. That day also featured
seminar presentations with theme
“Tarleton Science Students Today —

Science Legends Tomorrow.” Speak-
ers were Dr. Robert Fain, Professor
and Provost Emeritus, and under-
graduates Laura Rogers, Eric
Poindexter, and CIiff Terrel, who
spoke about their research projects.
On that same day from 6-10 p.m.
they baked 150 cupcakes at the Sr.
Citizen’s Center. In return for use of
the giant oven, the students agreed to
help serve at the Veteran’s Day
Lunch Nov. 14.

On Friday, Oct. 23, the
“Periodic Table of the Cupcakes”
was featured at the Annual Mole Day
Bake Sale from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. The

****Continued on Page 12 ****
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Around-the-Area

University of Arkansas

U of A alum and past ACS presi-
dent Dr. Mary L. Good was named
an inaugural ACS Fellow. She is cur-
rently Dean of the College of Engin-
eering at the University of Arkansas-
Little Rock.

The COBRE Center for Protein
Structure and Function received over
$1.5 million in supplementary funds
from NIH. Four departmental faculty
were honored for long service. They
were Dan Davis, Bill Durham, and
Roger Koeppe (30 yr) and Xiao-
gang Peng (10 yr). Suresh Kumar
gave an invited lecture at the GRASP
NMR Symposium in Manhattan, KS
and Charles Wilkins and grad
student Coy Batoy attended the 18"
International Mass  Spectrometry
Conference in Bremen, Germany.

Former undergraduate student
Dr. Candace Zieleniuk Rainwater
has joined the department as
undergraduate lab supervisor and
instructor.

Heart o’ Texas

Baylor University. Two papers
were given at the ACS SW Regional
Meeting in El Paso from the group of
Welch Professor F. Gordon Stone.
Coauthors were Robin McCown,
Thomas D. McGrath, Akella
Sivaramakrishna, and Bruce E.
Hodson. The colloquium speaker on
Nov. 20 was Dr. Gouri Jas of
Baylor

South Plains

Texas Tech University.
Purnendu K. Dasgupta Lecture
Series Inaugurated. The first
Dasgupta lectures took place Nov. 17
and Nov. 18. This lecture series was
started by former Dasgupta students
and colleagues in honor of their
former faculty member, who is now
Jenkins Garret Professor and Chair at
the Chemistry Department at UT-
Arlington. The first lecturer was
Professor Royce W. Murray of the
University of North Carolina. The
topic of the public lecture was “Pub-
lishing Chemistry: Process, Ethics,
and the Internet.” The technical lect-
ure was on “The Composition, Struc-
ture, and Behavior of Very Small
Nanoparticles.”

Welch Professor Bill Hase pre-
sented the invited lecture “Simula-
tions of Structures, Energetics, and
Heat Transfer Dynamics at Inter-
faces. A Tribute to Peter Schmidt” at
the International Joint Tribology
Conference held in held in Memphis
Oct. 19-21. Jon Thompson and grad
students Haley Richmond and
Kathy Dial have published a paper
in Aeolian Research.

Dallas-Fort Worth

Call for Nominations for
Doherty and Schulz Awards. Nom-
inations are invited for the 2010 Wil-
fred T. Doherty and Wemer Schulz
Awards. Nomination forms may be

December, 2009
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obtained from and submitted to the
D-FW Awards Committee Chair,
Welch Professor Laszlo Prokai,
Department of Molecular Biology &
Immunology, University of North
Texas Health Science Center, 3500
Camp Bowie Blvd., Fort Worth, TX
76107-2699, Tel. 817-735-2206, E-
mail lprokai@hsc.unt.edu.

Nominations are due by Mar. 31,
2010. Seconding letters may accomp-
any nominations. Each nomination
should contain a cover letter that
carefully highlights the nominee’s
accomplishments in more detail than
is possible on the nomination form.
Nominations remain active for five
years, but annual updates to past
nominations should be considered.

The honorarium for the Doherty
Award is $1500 and an engraved
plaque; that for the Schulz Award
$1000 and a plaque. A large photo of
the Doherty Award winner will be
mounted permanently in the Gallery
of Doherty Award winners in
Berkner Hall at UT-Dallas. A similar
photo of the Schulz Award winner
will be permanently mounted in the
Gallery of Schulz Award winners in
the Science Building at Tarleton
State University. The photo of the
Schulz winner will be displayed for a
month at the Science Place 1 in Dal-
las. There is a traveling plaque that
stays at the winner’s high school for
the year of the award. The Doherty
and Schulz Award winners will nor-
mally receive their award and give a
lecture at a fall section meeting.

The Doherty Award is given for
excellence in chemical research or
chemistry  teaching, meritorious

service to the ACS, establishment of
a new chemical industry, solution of
pollution problems, and advances in
curative or preventive chemotherapy.
The impact of these accomplish-
ments may be of either local or
national significance. Nominees may
come from industry, academia,
government, small business, etc. The
nominee should be a member
resident in the area assigned to the D-
FW ACS Section. The work on
which the award is based should
usually have been done in this area.

The Schulz Award is given to
high school chemistry teachers like
Dr. Werner Schulz who bring
something extra to the teaching of
chemistry. It is not necessary for the
nominee to be an ACS member.
Nominees should also show excel-
lence in chemistry teaching as de-
monstrated by testimonials from stu-
dents and fellow teachers, results in
student competitions, and diligence
in updating and expanding scientific
credentials. The D-FW section
stretches from Abilene on the west to
Sherman on the north to Commerce
on the east to Stephenville on the
southwest.

All ACS members and high
school chemistry teachers in the D-
FW area are urged to nominate
strong candidates for both awards.
To maintain the stature of these
awards, a continual flow of high
quality nominees is needed. Please
do your part.

New D-FW Officers. Here are
the results of the recent election:
Chair-Elect Patty Wisian-Neilson,

****Continued on Page 2****
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JANUARY D-FW ACS MEETING

TERRELL SCHOOL OF MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY
TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY, FORT WORTH

TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2010

“CHEMISTS AND MEDICAL LABORATORY
SCIENCE”

About the Program: Medical Laboratory Science is a profession with strong
ties to Chemistry. The purpose of this program is to introduce chemists —
especially recent graduates — to career opportunities in Medical Laboratory
Science/Medical Technology and to inform Medical Laboratory
Scientists/Medical Technologists about the ACS and career advancement
opportunities in Chemistry.

About the Talk: A panel discussion will focus on 1) Medical Technologist
training and job opportunities, 2) Links between Chemistry and Medical
Technology, and 3) Opportunities available for medical technologists and
chemists outside of the hospital environment.

Social Hour: 6:00-7:00 p.m., Schaffer Building, 1501 E. Enderly Place, Fort
Worth. The Social Hour will feature tours of laboratories and training facilities
with drawings to win a Merck Index (4 total).

Dinner: 7:00-8:00 p.m., Schaffer Building, first floor.
Lecture: 8:00-9:00 p.m., Schaffer Building, Auditorium, second floor

About the Dinner: The dinner is free for undergraduates (sponsored by ACS)
and $10 for others. Menu is baked lasagna, salad, bread, desert, and drink.

Reservations: Please make reservations to Linda Schultz at 254-968-9143 or
at schultz@tarleton.edu by 4 p.m. on Thursday, January 21.

How to Get There: The Terrell School of Medical Technology is located at
1501 E. Enderly Place in the Central Hospital (aka Fort Worth South) District
of Fort Worth. From points east of Fort Worth, take [-35, exit at Allen Ave.,
and proceed west on Allen until it hits a dead end at E. Enderly (one block past
8™ Ave). Turn right, proceed one block, and the Schaffer building will be on
your right. Parking is available at several area lots.

From the west take I-30 East to Summit exit. Turn right (south) on
Summit. Follow S. Summit, which becomes 8" Ave. Proceed to Allen, turn
right, proceed one block to E. Enderly, turn right and proceed to Schaffer Bldg.
(or take Rosedale exit and make a right onto 8th Avenue).
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****Continued from Page 7****
cupcakes were decorated with sym-
bols of the elements and arranged as
a periodic table. Metals had white
frosting; nonmetals were chocolate.
At a cost of $1 per cupcake, about
$100 were raised for Student Affili-
ate scholarships. Concluding activi-
ties were a hamburger and hot dog
social at Dr. Reuben Walter’s house
to celebrate NCW and welcome visit-
ing alumni. On Saturday the student
affiliates had a float (cosponsored
with the Biology Society and Pre-
Medical Society) in the Homecoming
Parade.

PERIODICAL

We are interested in publishing
additional NCW activities carried out by
area high schools and universities. Send
your information to Mary Teasdale at
owlcritic75@yahoo.com or to Tom
Strom at tomstrom@juno.com.

****Continued from Page 2*%***
Jenny Marshall gave seminars in
November at Midwestern University,
McMurry University, and DARSPA
in Denton. They have finished their
12-year project, “Rediscovery of the
Elements”; DVDs will be available
March, 2010.
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